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Introduction

Between May 2022 and January 2023, Ireland held a national Citizens’  
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss with 99 randomly selected adults aged 18 and 
above.

Recognising that children and young people also have the right to have their 
say on decisions being made, the Department of Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage decided to hold a citizens’ assembly for children and young 
people too. They worked together with Dublin City University (DCU), University 
� �.�!�!�ì���ì��� �.�P�����À�•� � �Á���Æ�(�è���^�ì�P�P�ì���è�ì�V�����.�'�'�ì�V���^�.���â�P�ì�Æ�^�ì���H�P�ì�!�Æ�(�è�Ð�V���•�P�V�^��� �����!�è�P�ì�(��
and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity Loss. This was designed with 
a Young Advisory Team of nine children and young people aged 8–16 from 
across Ireland.

In September 2022, 35 Assembly members aged 7-17 from all over Ireland were 
selected through a democratic lottery.

The Assembly took place over two weekends in October 2022. The children 
and young people learned about and deliberated on how to protect and 
restore biodiversity through creative, participatory and nature-based 
activities. The Assembly concluded with its members creating a vision 
statement, six key messages and 58 calls to action, published in a report , 
�•�!�'  and poster . These were presented to Minister Malcolm Noonan 
T.D., the government minister responsible for biodiversity in Ireland who 
commissioned the Assembly.
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https://cyp-biodiversity.ie/
https://youtu.be/gZAZnJ10vVY
https://cyp-biodiversity.ie/calls/


Revisiting the Lundy Model

Like the children and young people involved in the Assembly, many children 
and young people across the world are standing up for their rights to live in 
a healthy, clean and sustainable environment, and their rights to have a say 
���(���'�Æ�^�^�ì�P�V���^���Æ�^���Æ�Œ�ì�â�^���^���ì�'�²���˜���ì�V�ì���P�������^�V���Æ�P�ì���.�c�^�!���(�ì�è�����(���^���ì��United Nations 
� �.�(�x�ì�(�^���.�(���.�(���^���ì���Š�������^�V���.�����^���ì��� �����!�è���À� �Š� �Á, which all but one government in 
the world has signed up to.

Children and young people are voicing their concerns and worries, sharing 
their views on what action needs to happen, and taking action themselves 
in their homes, schools and communities. But, as children and young people 
often point out, they rarely hear back from decision-makers about what 
actions, if any, have taken place in response. They feel their views and ideas 
are not taken seriously.

In Ireland, the �b�Æ�^���.�(�Æ�!���>�P�Æ�'�ì�y�.�P�������.�P��� �����!�è�P�ì�(���Æ�(�è���¹�.�c�(�����‡�ì�.�M�!�ì�Ð�V��
�‡�Æ�P�^���â���M�Æ�^���.�(�����(���&�ì�â���V���.�(�Å�'�Æ�����(�������(���H�P�ì�!�Æ�(�è supports government 
departments, agencies and organisations to improve their approach to 
children and young people’s participation. The framework, based on the 
Lundy model of child participation developed by Professor Laura Lundy at 
Queen’s University Belfast, informed our approach to the Assembly.

The Lundy model makes it clear that creating spaces for children and young 
people to have their say is not enough. Their views must be listened to, and 
be acted upon as appropriate. Children and young people must receive 
feedback explaining the reasons for policy makers’ responses and the impact 
of their views more broadly.

"I think the Assembly was kind of a 

celebration of the essence of children's 

rights because this was about us and what 

we wanted our future to be like, and we 

were working with adults to do that."

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://hubnanog.ie/participation-framework/
https://hubnanog.ie/participation-framework/


One year after the Assembly, the Young Advisors and Assembly members 
were invited to an in-person reunion event in Dublin. As well as sharing 
�V�^�.�P���ì�V���.�����^���ì���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^���Æ�â�^���.�(�V���Æ�(�è���Æ�â�^���x���^���ì�V���^���ì�•�����Æ�è���á�ì�ì�(���è�.���(�����V���(�â�ì��
the Assembly concluded, the children and young people met with Minister 
Malcolm Noonan T.D. to hear what the Irish Government had been doing in 
response to their calls to action. 

Two years on from the Assembly, the Irish Government published its �.�•�â���Æ�!��
response  to both the recommendations of the Citizens’ Assembly and 
Children and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity Loss. We created a 
�x�ì�P�V���.�(�����.�P���â�����!�è�P�ì�(���Æ�(�è���•�.�c�(�����M�ì�.�M�!�ì, together with some of the Assembly 
members and Young Advisors.

In this report, we are sharing the story of what happened since the Assembly 
�â�.�(�â�!�c�è�ì�è�����(���•�•�•�•�«���Æ�(�è���^���ì���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�â�ì�����^�����Æ�V���'�Æ�è�ì���V�.�����Æ�P�²��

It is important to say ‘so far’, as often big change does not happen quickly - 
even at the expense of our planet’s decline and an uncertain future. This can 
be both deeply frustrating and worrying - esecially for our youngest citizens - 
who will be most impacted by decisions made today.

A lot has happened in just two years, and it is important to share these 
positive stories as a reminder and inspiration to everyone that change 
is possible, and that everyone can play their part in creating a happier, 
healthier and safer planet. 

"It was great to be able to meet him 

again. He was able to tell us what he's 

been doing since we met the first time, 

what's gonna be changed and everything, 

and how he's taken what we've said into 

consideration."

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6fe79-report-on-citizens-assembly-on-biodiversity-loss-children-and-young-peoples-assembly-on-biodiversity-loss/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6fe79-report-on-citizens-assembly-on-biodiversity-loss-children-and-young-peoples-assembly-on-biodiversity-loss/
https://cyp-biodiversity.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Recommendations-Version-for-Children-and-Young-People.pdf


Letter from Minister Malcolm Noonan T.D.

Our story begins in 2022 when Ireland approved the establishment of a citizens' 

assembly on biodiversity loss. 100 randomly selected adults were recruited to take a 

deep dive into the issue and make recommendations to the government.

For me, listening to the voices of children and young people has always been just as 

important as listening to the adults. It is vital that their voices are heard in all aspects 

of decision making. Indeed, it is enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child. Furthermore, biodiversity loss is a children's rights issue.

Not least, its impact on their rights to grow up in clean, healthy and safe environments 

now and into the future. So I undertook to establish a parallel assembly specifically for 

children and young people.

I was conscious that bringing these young people together for such a task could be a 

life-changing event for many, if not all of them. 

Crucially, the Assembly was designed by the children. Work began with the recruitment 

of nine Young Advisors and 8 to 16 to work with adults to design the process and 

methods and create activities and materials, facilitate the assembly and tell the story. 

Next, 35 children aged 7 to 17 were selected randomly to participate in the assembly 

itself.

Over the course of the assembly, they produced 58 calls to action for me as Minister. 

All were excellent, relevant and insightful. But the one that stuck out for me was to 

'treat the planet like a family member or a friend': simple, understandable for everyone 

and absolutely on the money in terms of biodiversity action.

Their message resonated widely and the Young Advisors did a stellar job in telling the 

Assembly story in the media and in front of elected representatives at an Oireachtas 

Committee. I was so proud of them.

The participative process that they designed is, I believe, replicable across all areas of 

public policy where the views of children and young people are sought. We should be 

doing much more of this. To say that they had an impact on public policy making would 

be an understatement.

My hope is that we have ignited a spark that will lead to a new crop of botanists, 

entomologists, marine biologists and activists. Restoring nature requires an army of 

them.
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�����
The Children and Young People’s 
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss 
publishes its �•�(�Æ�!���P�ì�M�.�P�^ on Earth 
Day, Saturday 21 April. Minister 
Malcolm Noonan releases a �x���è�ì�. 
welcoming its publication. 

���������
Assembly members and Young 
Advisors meet with Wicklow County 
Council, sharing their calls to action 
and ideas for implementation at 
local level. 

Assembly members and Young 
Advisors are interviewed by UK 
politican, Ed Miliband for the 
Reasons to be Cheerful podcast.

�������
The �˜�Š�¹���*�ª��� �̃ì�Æ�â�����(�����Š�ì�V�.�c�P�â�ì�V��
���.�P���¹�.�c�^���Å�H�(���.�P�'�ì�è�������.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•��
�*�è�c�â�Æ�^���.�(���M�P�.���ì�â�^�������â���V���.�Œ�­���Ž�‘��
Assembly members and Young 
Advisors co-create educational 
resources on biodiversity for 
children and young people with 
science engagement experts at 
UCC. 


����
The calls to action from the 
Children and Young People’s 
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss are 
endorsed within the adults’ � ���^���ˆ�ì�(�V�Ð��
���V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���•�(�Æ�!���P�ì�M�.�P�^.

���������
35 Assembly members aged 7-17 
from all over Ireland were selected 
by democratic lottery. 

�������
The Assembly took place over two 
weekends.

��
�����
Assembly members present their 
Calls to Action to the national 
Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity 
Loss.

	�������
Minister Malcolm Noonan 
highlights the work of the Assembly 
at the United Nations COP15 
conference on biodiversity in 
Montreal, Canada. 

�����x�ì���ì�x���è�ì�(�â�ì

�V�M�ì�â���Æ�!���ì�M���V�.�è�ì

�˜�Š�¹���*���ì�è�c�â�Æ�^���.�(���P�ì�V�.�c�P�â�ì�V

���(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�P���.�����^���ì���H�P���V�����?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^�Ð�V��
�b�Æ�^���.�(�Æ�!�������.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•�����â�^���.�(���‡�!�Æ�(

�˜���ì���?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^���M�c�á�!���V���ì�V�����^�V��
�.�•�â���Æ�!���P�ì�V�M�.�(�V�ì

���c���è�Æ�(�â�ì

�‡�Æ�P�^���â���M�Æ�^���.�(�����(���?�ì�(�ì�x�Æ�«���•�y���^�ˆ�ì�P�!�Æ�(�è�²��

���ì�•�(�.�^�ì��
�V�M�ì�Æ���ì�P�V

����

What Happened Next?
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�•�(�Æ�!���P�ì�M�.�P�^

�x���è�ì�.

�������
Minister Malcolm Noonan updates 
the children and young people 
directly during an in-person 
‘one year on’ Assembly reunion 
gathering facilitated by UCC and 
DCU. 

�˜�Š�¹���*�ª��� �̃ì�Æ�â�����(�����Š�ì�V�.�c�P�â�ì�V��
���.�P���¹�.�c�^���Å�H�(���.�P�'�ì�è�������.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•��
�*�è�c�â�Æ�^���.�(���M�P�.���ì�â�^�������â���V���.�Œ�­���Ž�‘��

� ���^���ˆ�ì�(�V�Ð��
���V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���•�(�Æ�!���P�ì�M�.�P�^

��
�����
Assembly members and Young 
Advisors �����x�ì���ì�x���è�ì�(�â�ì to the 
parliamentary Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Environment and 
Climate Action in the Dail. RTE’s 
Ecolution podcast launches 
a �V�M�ì�â���Æ�!���ì�M���V�.�è�ì about the 
Oireachtas meeting, and the impact 
of the Assembly one year on.

	�������
The �˜�Š�¹���*���ì�è�c�â�Æ�^���.�(���P�ì�V�.�c�P�â�ì�V 
are launched, reaching over 10,000 
children and young people across 
Ireland through schools and youth 
groups. 

�������
The Assembly is referenced as a key 
���(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�P���.�����^���ì���H�P���V�����?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^�Ð�V��
�b�Æ�^���.�(�Æ�!�������.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•�����â�^���.�(���‡�!�Æ�(, 
which includes a commitment to 
create a new Children and Young 
People’s Biodiversity Forum.

�������
�˜���ì���?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^���M�c�á�!���V���ì�V�����^�V��
�.�•�â���Æ�!���P�ì�V�M�.�(�V�ì to the Assembly, 
giving updates on how they are 
implementing each call to action. 

����
The Knowledge Network on Climate 
Assemblies (KNOCA) publishes 
���c���è�Æ�(�â�ì on involving children and 
young people in climate assemblies, 
featuring a case study about the 
Assembly. 

	�������
An Assembly member and Young 
Advisor join Katie (project team) in 
giving evidence about children’s 
participation in citizens’ assemblies 
to the United Nations Aarhus 
Convention Taskforce on Public 
�‡�Æ�P�^���â���M�Æ�^���.�(�����(���?�ì�(�ì�x�Æ�«���•�y���^�ˆ�ì�P�!�Æ�(�è�²��

�����
Assembly members and Young 
Advisors are invited to be ���ì�•�(�.�^�ì��
�V�M�ì�Æ���ì�P�V at Dublin City University’s 
Climate and Society conference.

����
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Tracing the Journey

� �̃.���c�(�è�ì�P�V�^�Æ�(�è���y���Æ�^���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�â�ì���^���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����Æ�V���'�Æ�è�ì�«���y�ì�����Æ�x�ì���á�ì�ì�(��
gathering stories, information and data about the impact of the Assembly.

Research
We held focus group interviews with Assembly members, 

Young Advisors, and their parents/carers in November 

2022 and again one year later at the Assembly reunion in 

October 2023 to understand their views on the Assembly 

process, and what impact it has had. An interview also 

took place with those involved in the TRYBE project in April 

2024.1

Policy Tracking
We followed what the Irish Government has been doing 

to take forward the Assembly’s calls to action over the 

last two years, and created a version of the �?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^�Ð�V��

�.�•�â���Æ�!���P�ì�V�M�.�(�V�ì for children and young people.

Events and Media

�³�ì�����Æ�^���ì�P�ì�è���Æ�!�!���P�ì�•�ì�â�^���.�(�V���Æ�(�è���V�^�.�P���ì�V���Æ�á�.�c�^���^���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•��

shared in the media and during events with Assembly 

members, the adults involved in facilitating the process, 

�Æ�(�è���M�ì�.�M�!�ì���y���.�����Æ�x�ì���á�ì�ì�(�����(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�è���á�•���^���ì���M�P�.�â�ì�V�V�«���V�c�â����

as politicians.

1 A series of academic publications from this research will be published from 2025.

�Š�ì�Æ�è���^���ì���x�ì�P�V���.�(�����.�P���â�����!�è�P�ì�(��
�Æ�(�è���•�.�c�(�����M�ì�.�M�!�ì�����ì�P�ì�­

1

2

3

�&���V�â�.�x�ì�P���(�ì�y�V���Æ�P�^���â�!�ì�V�«���M�.�è�â�Æ�V�^�V���Æ�(�è���ì�x�ì�(�^��

�P�ì�â�.�P�è���(���V���Æ�á�.�c�^���^���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����ì�P�ì�²
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Impact Trail

The ‘nature walk’ was a favourite 
part of the Assembly for many of 
the children, young people and 
adults involved. On a beautiful, 
autumn afternoon, the children and 
young people explored the trails 
of Knocksink Wood nature reserve 
in Wicklow, guided by experts who 
helped them to identify species and 
explained the complex, biodiverse 
ecosystem at work.

�H�(���^���ì���(�ì�~�^�����ì�y���M�Æ���ì�V�«���•�.�c���Æ�P�ì�����(�x���^�ì�è���^�.�����.���(���c�V���.�(���Æ���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^�������(�è���.�����(�Æ�^�c�P�ì��
�^�P�Æ���!�²���³�ì���Æ�P�ì���^�P�Æ�â���(�����Æ�!�!���^���ì���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^���y�Æ�•�V���^���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����Æ�V�����(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�è��
changes in decision-making and policy, as well as how people think, behave, 
and act in Ireland and beyond. To help us on our way, we have been inspired 
by a ���c���è�ì created by the Knowledge Network on Climate Assemblies 
�À�Y�b�h� ���Á���Æ�á�.�c�^���^���ì���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^���^�•�M�ì�V���.�������'�M�Æ�â�^�V���â���^���ˆ�ì�(�V�Ð���Æ�V�V�ì�'�á�!���ì�V���â�Æ�(�����Æ�x�ì�²��

"When we were in Wicklow, we all went 

on a big walk in the forest. It was many 

people's favourite part of the whole 

Assembly. I know it was my favourite 

anyway. We did a hunt looking for items 

on a list. We learned plenty about some 

of the plants and animals living in the 

forest and had a really good time."

Young Advisor, 

Oireachtas Meeting, 2023 Learn more about the Assembly 
process in our final report.
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It has increased their knowledge of, and 
interest in, biodiversity, children’s 
rights, and policy-making in Ireland. 
Like pollinators, many of the Assembly 
members and Young Advisors continue 
�^�.���è���V�M�ì�P�V�ì���^�����V�����(�.�y�!�ì�è���ì�«�����(�•�c�ì�(�â���(����
friends, family members, their schools 
and the wider public through speaking 
at events, and with the media and 
politicians. 

Welcome to the wildflower garden

First of all, we are looking at the �V�.�â���Æ�!�����'�M�Æ�â�^�V of the Assembly on children 
and young people, their families, schools and the wider public including 
the media, businesses and organisations. This includes changes to their 
knowledge and understanding about biodiversity loss and children’s rights, 
and changes in behaviours, participation in decision-making and the types 
of actions being taken.

�˜���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����Æ�V�����'�M�Æ�â�^�ì�è�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���'�ì�'�á�ì�P�V���Æ�(�è���¹�.�c�(�������è�x���V�.�P�V�����(���'�Æ�(�•��
�è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^���y�Æ�•�V�²

"I gave a gardening book to my grandmother 
because she loves gardening and wanted to 
figure out a better way, a more sustainable 
way to make her garden look better." 

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023

"I knew we all had rights, but all I knew was 
that we had the right to education. I didn't 
know that we had so many rights." 

 Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023

"I learned that biodiversity is an 

important part of our way of life 

that needs to be conserved. I also 

learned that the media generally 

just focuses more on climate 

change and global warming and not 

so much on biodiversity because it 

is something that happens right in 

front of you."

Assembly member, Oireachtas 

Meeting, 2023

"Well, I learned that we have the right 
to get involved in things like biodiversity 
assemblies. I didn't think children did that." 

 Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023
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Assembly members and Young Advisors developed new skills, such as 
�x�.���â���(�����Æ�(�è���è�ì�!���á�ì�P�Æ�^���(�������è�ì�Æ�V�«���y�.�P�����(�����^�.���ì�^���ì�P���y���^�����M�ì�.�M�!�ì�����P�.�'���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^��
backgrounds and generations, public speaking, and taking environmental 
action.

"I was really lucky to be able to speak in front 
of my school and my peers and spread the 
knowledge that was given at the Assembly to 
educate more people on the work that we did." 

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023

"Well, we got an electric car and we 

eat less meat. And we mow the grass 

less. Just small little things but small 

things can make a difference." 

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2024

"My involvement has had an impact 
on me because I have made a few 
friends from it and it has prompted 
me to be more careful when making 
life decisions about, for example, fast 
fashion." 

Assembly member, Oireachtas 
Meeting, 2023

�˜���ì�•�Ð�x�ì�����.�P�'�ì�è���(�ì�y�����P���ì�(�è�V�����M�V���Æ�(�è�����P�.�y�(�����(���â�.�(�•�è�ì�(�â�ì�«���M�P���è�ì���Æ�(�è�����.�M�ì�«��
which have supported some to manage feelings of eco-anxiety.

"I noticed that when there's climate 
anxiety and worry about what's 
happening, my daughter was able 
to pull back a bit and go 'Actually, 
hang on a second. I have made a 
difference. I'm contributing.'" 

Parent of Assembly member, Focus 
Group, 2023

"A lot of us felt like there wasn't really much 
communication about biodiversity inside schools, 
especially for younger kids. But I think that 
if you give them the information, then it just 
makes them feel a lot more confident about 
doing things about it." 

Young Advisor, Prep4Blue Webinar, 2024
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It has inspired many to take action at home and get involved in 
other participation projects, climate activism and environmental 
groups, with some even starting their own eco-newspapers, 
rewilding projects and local campaigns to improve biodiversity. 

"I stopped the spraying of pesticides in my 

village so I'm very proud of myself for 

that. Tidy Towns used to spray weedkiller. 

I went to the leader of the Tidy Towns 

and I told them about how it can actually 

damage someone's lungs. So, it's not just for 

biodiversity. It's also for us." 

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023

"She's moved on from being an 
enjoyer and an appreciator of 
nature to now being an activist. 
This has become a huge part of 
her identity." 

Parent of Assembly member, 
Focus Group, 2023
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… and inspired their family, friends, schools and communities.

"My son's language has changed. 

It's gone from 'they, them' 'him, 

her' to 'me, us' hat can we 

do? What can I do? Its quite 

a strong change. His siblings 

language has also changed with 

him, and hes brought that into 

the classroom." 

Parent of Assembly member, 

Focus Group, 2023

"My son feels it's now normal to 
be able to participate and talk 
about really important issues. He 
doesn't think it's completely up to 
some anonymous person, somebody 
in a suit somewhere. He thinks 
he is part of it. And if he's not 
included in things at home, he 
refers back to the Assembly." 

Parent of Assembly member, 
Focus Group, 2023

"When you're engaging children and young 
people, you're not just engaging children and 
young people. We've had siblings, parents, 
families, carers, schools, communities and so 
many other organisations that these children 
are part of all tapped in and learning from 
the process and outcomes. It's been amazing to 
just see it become a much broader community 
than just the 35 children that were selected." 

Assembly facilitator, 
KNOCA Learning Call 2023

"There are no children or young people in the Dáil, 
the chambers of County Councils or the boards 
of companies. Yet everyone in those institutions is 
making decisions that directly impact them, for good 
or for ill. Ireland in 2050 doesn't have to be a 
struggling, depleted place where we are forced to 
adapt to a new, frequently hostile nature. But if it 
is to be different we must listen to the articulate, 
empathic young people who have laid it out for us 
in no uncertain terms." 

Pádraic Fogarty, Irish Wildlife Trust
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The Assembly has also impacted the adults involved in the project team, 
�^�P�Æ�(�V���.�P�'���(�����^���ì���P���y�.�P�������(���^���ì���•�ì�!�è�V���.�����P�ì�V�ì�Æ�P�â���«���ì�è�c�â�Æ�^���.�(�«���á���.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•��
conservation, child rights and democratic participation.

"This Assembly completely shifted my 

career pathway. I attempted to return 

to a purely environmental advocacy 

space, only to realise that it's no longer 

possible for me. I am deeply consumed 

by questions of whose voices are 

heard and how we, as a society, make 

decisions collectively." 

Assembly facilitator, 

Survey response 2024

"The experience of involvement in the 
assembly has had a big impact on my 
work. The children's calls to action 
have prompted me to develop greater 
opportunities for student teachers 
to engage with the rights-based and 
biodiversity focused elements of the 
Assembly, and to consider educational 
responses to biodiversity loss." 

Assembly facilitator, Survey response 
2024

"The Assembly was a transformative 
experience for me. Witnessing the enriching 
interactions between children and young people 
got me to rethink my approach to participatory 
design." 

Assembly facilitator, Survey response 2024

"My involvement in the Assembly has informed both 
my research and practice, and the funding proposals 
we are now working on. The value of deliberation 
and co-creation as a process, particularly 
intergenerational co-creation, is now clear as 
an approach for us to pursue as we collectively 
address sustainability challenges. " 

Assembly facilitator, Survey response 2024
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Media has reported on the Assembly to the 
wider public with coverage across local and 
national and international platforms.

The opportunity to highlight the incredible work done by the Children and 

Young People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss, both in its planning stages 

and the final delivery, was a privilege we don't take lightly. Evie and we 

as producers were delighted to witness and record their achievements. 

Public Service Media needs to reflect the voice of the audience it serves. 

Young people are those who will feel the greatest impacts of our changing 

environment and so, highlighting their fears and celebrating the actions 

they feel empowered to take is particularly vital. And  RTÉjr and 

Ecolution will keep amplifying their voice."

Nicky Coghlan, Producer, RTÉ

�Š�ì�Æ�è���ì�~�Æ�'�M�!�ì�V���.�(��
�.�c�P���y�ì�á�V���^�ì�����ì�P�ì�²

�˜�����V�����Æ�V���Æ�!�V�.�����(�â�!�c�è�ì�è���(�ì�y�V���â�P�ì�Æ�^�ì�è���V�M�ì�â���•�â�Æ�!�!�•�����.�P���â�����!�è�P�ì�(���Æ�(�è���•�.�c�(����
�M�ì�.�M�!�ì�����(���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^�����.�P�'�Æ�^�V���Å�����(�â�!�c�è���(�����Š�˜�+�Ð�V���*�â�.�!�c�^���.�(���ì�(�x���P�.�(�'�ì�(�^�Æ�!���M�.�è�â�Æ�V�^��
for children and young people which held two special episodes on the 
Assembly: 

�[���V�^�ì�(���^�.���*�â�.�!�c�^���.�(���*�M���•�• �[���V�^�ì�(���^�.���*�â�.�!�c�^���.�(���*�M���“�Ž
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"I would also like to pay a special 

tribute to the Young People's Assembly 

on Biodiversity, to whom we listened 

very carefully in formulating this Plan." 

Niall Ó Donnchú, Director General, 

National Parks and Wildlife 

You've reached the community orchard

Here you can see the fruits of the Assembly - the impacts the 
Assembly has had on policy in Ireland.

At the national level, Assembly members and Young Advisors 
were invited to �����x�ì���ì�x���è�ì�(�â�ì to the parliamentary Oireachtas  
Joint Committee on Environment and Climate Action in the Dail  
in November 2023 which informed their discussions regarding 
action on biodiversity loss.

The Assembly has since informed the Irish Government’s 
�b�Æ�^���.�(�Æ�!�������.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•�����â�^���.�(���‡�!�Æ�(, published in January 2024.

In October 2024, the Irish Government published its �.�•�â���Æ�!��
response  to the Assembly’s 58 Calls to Action along with the 
adults’ Citizens’ Assembly recommendations. 

"It is heartening to see that the Recommendations and Calls to Action of the Assemblies are 

aligned with many of our existing policies, and that many are already in progress. We have 

expanded the network of National Parks and Nature Reserves across the country, including 

establishing new ones, and increasing investment in those we already have. There is better 

oversight of public expenditure that impacts biodiversity, with new systems to track and 

report on measures that improve or adversely affect biodiversity." 

Minister Malcolm Noonan, T.D     . 

"The members of the parallel Children and Young 
People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss perhaps 
captured its essence best when they asked that 
we "treat the earth like it was a member of 
the family or a friend". Like them, my hope is 
that children growing up in Ireland - both today 
and in the future - will have the opportunity to 
experience the same immersion in nature that I 
enjoyed as a child, surrounded by wildness and 
blessed with the freedom to explore its many 
wonders." 

Tánaiste Micheál Martin
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The Government’s response 
explains that the Government has 
implemented 3 of the Assembly’s 
Calls to Action, is progressing 
52 Calls to Action, and is not 
implementing 3 Calls to Action. 

�H�(���Æ�(���.�(�!���(�ì���y�.�P���V���.�M�����(���b�.�x�ì�'�á�ì�P���•�•�•�‘�«��
���V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���'�ì�'�á�ì�P�V���Æ�(�è���¹�.�c�(�������è�x���V�.�P�V��
�V���Æ�P�ì�è���^���ì���P���x���ì�y�V���.�(���^���ì���P�ì�V�M�.�(�V�ì�ª

52 
progresssing

3 not being 
implemented

3 
implemented

"It will be interesting to find out, realistically, if there are more of these actions that they cross out over time if they can't actually do them, or they just don't want to. It will be interesting to see how things will play out."

Assembly member"If we need nature to survive, then why 
do some people not like nature? Why didn't 
the Government decide to take nature 
seriously? Thinking about the report, 
they should have done it sooner, because 
nature is needed."

Assembly member

"I just kind of hope that they 
actually do go through with all 
the things that they've said that 
are "in progress" by the time 
they say they will be."

Young Advisor

"It's quite good, but is it 
enough?"

Assembly member

20



���V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���'�ì�'�á�ì�P�V���Æ�(�è���¹�.�c�(�������è�x���V�.�P�V���M�Æ�P�^���â�c�!�Æ�P�!�•���P�ì�•�ì�â�^�ì�è���.�(���^���ì�����.�P�'�Æ�^��
�.�����^���ì���P�ì�V�M�.�(�V�ì�«���V�c�����ì�V�^���(�����^���Æ�^���Æ�(���ì�Æ�V�•�Å�P�ì�Æ�è���x�ì�P�V���.�(���y�.�c�!�è���á�ì���á�ì�^�^�ì�P�����.�P��
�â�����!�è�P�ì�(���Æ�(�è���•�.�c�(�����M�ì�.�M�!�ì�²��

"What about making the writing 
[font size] not too small? Because 
some children won't be able to 
read small writing. And use less 
complicated words and explain 
it in some ways so that they'll 
understand what it's about."

Assembly member

"A lot of words used in it 
are very complicated."

Young Advisor

"It is quite a wordy thing, and it looks like it 

was done pretty much, all just on Microsoft 

Excel, or something which a child's not going to 

find fun to look at. It has quite harsh colours 

so you could make it softer by changing up 

the colours, or maybe adding a few small 

images. It would just make it more fun."

Assembly member

Listening to their feedback and 
advice on how it could be more 
accessible, we have created one 
together. Have a �!�.�.�������ì�P�ì�²
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The Assembly has also contributed to changes in policy at the local level.

In Wicklow County Council, Lucas and Olwyn (Assembly members) and Síofra 
(Young Advisor) met with the Council’s Strategic Policy Committee on Climate 
and Biodiversity Action in May 2023 and the Chief Executive and Climate, 
Biodiversity and Environment management team in Sept 2023. They discussed 
the Assembly’s calls to action, resulting in several of the calls to action being 
adopted (directly and indirectly) into the �³���â���!�.�y��� �.�c�(�^�•��� �.�c�(�â���!��� �!���'�Æ�^�ì��
���â�^���.�(���‡�!�Æ�(���•�•�•�‘���Å���•�•�•�–. At the time of writing, the Council is to consider the 
calls to action for the creation of its Biodiversity Action Plan 2024 - 2030.

"Wicklow County Council will continue their ongoing 
support and engagement with the Children and 
Young People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss. Their 
report which contains 58 Calls to Action has been 
heard and taken into account within our draft 
Climate Action Plan."

Emer O'Gorman, Chief Executive of Wicklow 
County Council



Take a look at these mushroom colonies

As you can see, mushrooms above the ground are a tiny 
part of a much wider system. Under the ground, their roots 
�V�M�P�ì�Æ�è���Æ�(�è���V�ì�(�è���è���Œ�ì�P�ì�(�^���'�ì�V�V�Æ���ì�V���Æ�(�è���V�����(�Æ�!�V�«���á�Æ�â�����Æ�(�è��
forth between one another, creating complex networks and 
communities.

Mushrooms are a helpful way for us to understand the 
�V�•�V�^�ì�'���â�����'�M�Æ�â�^�V of the Assembly - how the Assembly has 
���ì�!�M�ì�è���^�.�����(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì���.�P���â���Æ�(���ì�����.�y���y�ì���è�.���è�ì�'�.�â�P�Æ�â�•�«�����.�y���y�ì��
involve children and young people in decision-making, and 
how we make sure biodiversity is taken into account in all 
decisions being made.

Like these mushrooms, it can be harder to grasp how the 
���V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����Æ�V���^�Æ���ì�(���P�.�.�^���Æ�(�è�����(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�è���V�•�V�^�ì�'���â���â���Æ�(���ì�² 
But, there are already some clear examples:

"Often children and young people's 
voices aren't included in the 
political process. With this new 
method of including our voices, I 
really feel we have progressed as 
a country."

Young Advisor,  
KNOCA Learning Call, 2023

This is one of the 
Assembly's Key 

Messages.

"There have been so many impacts on so many levels 
but I feel the biggest impact is having children's 
voices listened to and not made into something that 
is trivialised. It has been so different to have our 
voices listened to on a level where I feel that you 
can look at something and see that is exactly what 
we did and this is the change that we have made."

Assembly member, Oireachtas Meeting, 2023
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�˜���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•�����Æ�V�����(�•�c�ì�(�â�ì�è���^���ì���H�P���V�����?�.�x�ì�P�(�'�ì�(�^���^�.���â�P�ì�Æ�^�ì�����^�V���•�P�V�^��� �����!�è�P�ì�(��
and Young People’s Biodiversity Forum which will make sure children and 
young people continue to have a say in biodiversity policy-making in Ireland, 
�Æ�(�è���á�ì���M�Æ�P�^���.�����á���.�è���x�ì�P�V���^�•���â�.�(�V�ì�P�x�Æ�^���.�(���ì�Œ�.�P�^�V���^���P�.�c�������^���ì���b�Æ�^���.�(�Æ�!���‡�Æ�P���V��
and Wildlife Service. 

�‡�.�!���^���â���Æ�(�V�����Æ�x�ì�����������!�������^�ì�è���^���ì���V�����(���•�â�Æ�(�^�����'�M�Æ�â�^���.�����^���ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���.�(���^���ì���P��
approach to decision-making. 

"...it kind of feels like the start of systemic change. Like 
things are about to start changing, and our children and 
young people are going to be taken more seriously across 
the board everywhere, on every social issue."

Young Advisor, Focus Group, 2024

"Three important things have happened here. First, the Children 

and Young People's Assembly on Biodiversity Loss has prepared 

recommendations on biodiversity. Second, tools have been developed 

for schools. This is an extra thing that the other citizens' assemblies 

have not done, which means this assembly has gone even further. The 

last, which I am very interested in, is how this can be a blueprint for 

future citizens' assemblies. How our guests [Assembly members and 

Young Advisors] feel this has worked will then inform how we do 

other things. They are trailblazers, in a way, and they will leave a 

lasting legacy beyond biodiversity."

 Senator Pauline O'Reilly, Member of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 

on  Environment and Climate Action, Oireachtas Meeting, 2023

"I love the following recommendation, which I have not seen before. We, 
as a committee, should try to bring it forward. It relates to creating a 
network of wildlife corridors, paths, tunnels and bridges across Ireland. 
[...] This recommendation is thinking bigger about wildlife and how it 
moves across the country."

Senator Alice-Mary Higgins, Member of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Environment and Climate Action, Oireachtas Meeting, 202324



The Children and Young People’s Assembly impacted the deliberations 
and outcomes of the adults’ Citizens’ Assembly, including the 
endorsement of the Children and Young People’s Assembly on 
Biodiversity Loss Calls to Action in their own reccomendations report.

"Apologies for the damage my 
generation has done that leaves 
you with the problem."

Assembly member, Citizens' 
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss

"I love your statement that every 
decision must take biodiversity into 
account. Hopefully our shared work 
on this issue will lead to a mindset 
shift across government and society 
in general."

Assembly member, Citizens' Assembly 
on Biodiversity Loss

"I hear you."

Assembly member, 
Citizens' Assembly 

on Biodiversity Loss

"Your ideas will be part of the overall 

recommendations of the assembly to 

the Oireachtas. Thanks."

Assembly member, Citizens' 

Assembly on Biodiversity Loss

"Thank you for your contribution. You have 
really made me think more clearly about these 
issues. Well done."

Assembly member, Citizens' Assembly on 
Biodiversity Loss
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The Assembly has contributed 
to conversations about the fair 
selection of children and young 
people in participatory processes, 
and how democratic lottery can 
help to make sure a diverse range 
of perspectives are heard. 

"In other assemblies I've been involved in, people 

were recommended by their organisation and I 

think this limits conversation to people who are 

already aware and had an interest in issues 

whereas with our assembly, we gathered people who perhaps didn't 

know about these issues and hadn't heard about different parts of 

biodiversity loss before. "

 Young Advisor, KNOCA Learning Call, 2023

"It wasn't just one person or one child as the 

spokesperson for everybody. It wasn't done 

in the way maybe it would have been done 

in other walks of their life as a child where 

the favourite student or the best player or, 

you know, the best singer would be selected. 

Everybody had a voice."

Parent of Assembly member, Focus Group, 
2023
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The Assembly has contributed to changing how we think about inclusion 
in deliberative democracy. It has inspired other citizens’ assemblies across 
the world to also involve children and young people, and to include more 
creative, playful and interactive methods for assembly members of all ages 
and backgrounds. 

In 2024, the Assembly was featured as a case study in a how-to guide created 
for the �Y�(�.�y�!�ì�è���ì���b�ì�^�y�.�P�����.�(��� �!���'�Æ�^�ì�����V�V�ì�'�á�!���ì�V�Ð�����.�y�Å�^�.�����c���è�ì on children 
and young people’s participation in climate assemblies.

"You have all been absolutely brilliant 
advocates for biodiversity, for tackling 
climate change, and indeed for the idea 
of the assembly. So can I say a big thank 
you."

Ed Miliband, Politician - United Kingdom, 
Reasons to be Cheerful podcast, 2023
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Watch out for the brambles! 

These are some of the thorny challenges we’ve encountered. 

"Just cause you're older than us, doesn't 
mean you know more. Because there's an 
adult out there who doesn't even know 
what climate change is, and believes it 
doesn't exist."

Assembly member, Reasons to be Cheerful 
Podcast, 2023

"I believe there is a lot of scepticism in adults. I am not 
saying this applies to all adults because there are definitely 
some who are trying to help. However, there are some 
people who do not believe that children can do the same 
as adults can, which is false. I get where they are coming 
from because we do not have experience, but that can be 
attained."

Young Advisor, Oireachtas Meeting, 2023

"I've been trying to get my village to make a micro-forest 
because it's just a small forest with four metres and ... 
there's the back of the school. It's the perfect spot for 
it. They haven't gotten back to me."

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023

Change takes time, 
persistence and resilience:

Some adults are not taking 
children and young people seriously: 
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Funding for the Assembly ended once it was completed. We secured 
additional funding from Science Foundation Ireland for the TRYBE project, 
�á�c�^���V�^�Æ�Œ���^���'�ì���^�.���V�c�M�M�.�P�^���.�^���ì�P�����V�V�ì�'�á�!�•���Æ�â�^���x���^���ì�V���Æ���^�ì�P���^���ì���•�(�Æ�!���y�ì�ì���ì�(�è���y�Æ�V��
largely in-kind and at a reduced capacity. In 2024, we received funding from 
the European Climate Foundation to develop this impact report. For greater 
accountability and impact, future assemblies must be funded beyond the 
�•�(�Æ�!���y�ì�ì���ì�(�è���^�.���ì�(�V�c�P�ì�����.�!�!�.�y�Å�c�M���Æ�â�^���x���^�•�«���'�.�(���^�.�P���(�����Æ�(�è�����'�M�Æ�â�^���ì�x�Æ�!�c�Æ�^���.�(�²

"Being in this Assembly gave me a lot of opportunities but not many 
other people probably will get those opportunities if we don't have more 
assemblies. Why do I, someone that got randomly picked, have any 
more right to a say than someone else who didn't get picked? It's very 
important for kids to have a say so we need more assemblies and more 
little things like that even if it's on a bigger scale like our one, or on a 
smaller scale in a smaller community."

Assembly member, Prep4Blue Webinar, 2024

Limitations of having just one 
citizens' assembly and selecting 
participants by democratic lottery:

Limited funding:

Lack of awareness of the 
urgency of action needed:

"If I'm being completely honest, I don't think anyone will truly listen until it gets 

to the point where it's actually affecting everyone all the time. Like in 50 years, 

for example, when it's getting really warm, everyone's going to be like 'oh, we 

need to take action now'. And it's too late. We can't do anything about it. So 

unless someone actually makes it properly clear that we have to do it now, no 

one will listen."

Assembly member, Focus Group, 2023
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Two years on from the Assembly, some of the Young Advisors and 

Assembly members have shared their hopes for what happens next. 

���h�c�P�����'�M�Æ�â�^���^�P�Æ���!�����Æ�V���â�.�'�ì���^�.���Æ�(���ì�(�è�«�����.�P���(�.�y�²

"I would like to see more 

children being involved in big 

decisions and assemblies. What 

brings me hope is that the 

Government is making laws on 

how to treat nature."

Assembly member

"My key message to everyone 

in Ireland is to play your part. 

I hope that everyone will take 

inspiration from our calls 

to action and contribute to 

combating this crisis."

Assembly member

"The way we can keep it going is by 
having more of these assemblies on a 
regular basis and making them available 
to everyone. It is the only way we are 
going to inspire our youth - by getting 
them involved, telling them their voice 
actually matters and showing them how 
they can voice it to get their opinions out 
there."

Young Advisor

"Two years on, it brings me 
hope how much the Government 
has listened to our guidelines 
and has responded to and 
taken into account the ideas 
of young people. I hope they 
continue to."

Young Advisor

30



31



Thank You

One of the resounding messages from our Assembly members and Young 
Advisors over the last two years has been that ‘the Assembly never ends!’. 
Certainly, as we hope our impact trail has shown, there continues to be 
an abundance of energy and dedication towards keeping the Assembly 
momentum alive, and to spreading the word about the process and calls to 
�Æ�â�^���.�(�����(���H�P�ì�!�Æ�(�è���Æ�(�è�����c�P�^���ì�P���Æ�•�ì�!�è�²

We wish to thank the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage for their work in taking forward the Assembly’s calls to action, and 
for ensuring the children and young people involved have had opportunities 
to hear about the outcomes and impacts of their participation. We wish to 
say a particular thanks to Minister Malcolm Noonan T.D. for championing 
the Assembly’s calls to action over the last two years, and highlighting the 
importance of children’s rights and participation in relation to biodiversity 
loss in Ireland.

Many people across Ireland are continuing to raise awareness of the 
Assembly, and take action themselves in their homes, schools and 
communities. We want to thank all the parents, carers, siblings, extended 
family members, teachers, youth group coordinators and community activists 
for your ongoing support and dedication.

Most of all, we want to thank each of the Young Advisors and Assembly 
members for their continued dedication to standing up for children’s rights 
�Æ�(�è���^���ì���P�������^�V���.�����(�Æ�^�c�P�ì�«���Æ�(�è�����.�P���^���ì���P���P�ì�'�Æ�P���Æ�á�!�ì���ì�Œ�.�P�^�V���Æ�(�è�����(���^���Æ�^���x�ì�V�����(��
protecting and conserving biodiversity in Ireland. We have loved hearing your 
stories about what you’ve been getting up to since the Assembly in 2022, and 
cannot wait to see what else you each go on to do.
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Go raibh míle maith agat.
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This report was written by Katie Reid together with contributions from the 
Young Advisors, Assembly members and wider project team including 
Diarmuid Torney (DCU), Clodagh Harris (UCC) and Aoife Deane (UCC).

This report has been supported by the European Climate Foundation. 
Responsibility for the information and views set out in this report lies with 
the authors. The European Climate Foundation cannot be held responsible 
for any use which may be made of the information contained or expressed 
therein.
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